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Seeing Signs // Tulsa Church
Geared Exclusively to Deaf

Posted: Wednesday, October 4, 1995 12:00 am

Stephen W. Gay | 0 comments

Not a word is spoken when Jimmy Schwyhart starts preaching the

Gospel.

That's because the majority of Schwyhart's
congregation is either

deaf or hard-of-hearing, and the special
pastor uses sign language

to help teach God's Word in East Tulsa.

The Praise Assembly Deaf Church is located
next to Garnett

Assembly of God, 2930 South Garnett Road,
but the two churches are

totally separate entities.

`We have separate church services and a
Sunday school with our own

deaf teachers,` Schwyhart said.

`Sunday mornings we have refreshments at
9:15 a.m., Sunday School

at 9:30 a.m. and the worship service starts at
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10:45 a.m. Evening

worship starts at 6:30 p.m. and we have a
Wednesday evening Bible

Study at 7 p.m.`

Pastor Jeff Connett of the Garnett Assembly
was given thanks by

Schwyhart for providing he and his
congregation a place to worship

the Lord each Sunday.

Schwyhart said the rules for using sign
language are not etched in

stone.

`There are various kinds of sign language that
differ from place

to place. It just depends on how and where you were raised,`

Schwyhart said.

He said American Sign Language, which originated in France, is one

popular style deaf people use to communicate with one another.

SEE is an English form of sign language and Pidgin is a mix of

both American and English sign language, Schwyhart said.

One of the hardest sign languages for deaf people to comprehend at

first is Homemade, but Schwyhart said as the person settles into a

community, he adapts to the language used in that particular area.

`Homemade is whatever the deaf person's parents taught him as he

was growing up,` Schwyhart said.

Finally, Cultural sign language is relative to where a person

lived in the world and what he was taught by his parents.

`These various kinds of sign language are intercultural, we

understand most of them,` Schwyhart said.

Schwyhart spent the first decade of his life not being able to

hear properly and didn't learn the art of sign language until he

›‹Enter our contestsEnter our contests

http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/popular/?type=article
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CVc7wpG3gVu-5JcXgpAOF6IjQA-GR-OMH0eOcvy_AjbcBEAEgAGDJjvKLyKSAFYIBF2NhLXB1Yi04MDExNTc5NTI3NjMzNzcyyAEJ4AIAqAMBqgSWAk_QT9CfR2VB04I2YOuKLk3-FIleEJxZ2f9QkT2QFpvYyhYY-IGHD9CIpGmbWkmgonLLP7vv6BhCy337qOsOqerL7ROedkTpGw26wUC56GsMLk3SgankRFjIFbbEhYopOu-Zblb_W9VX0d1lVS6Wy1Oiug-uGIMq3Rz4ZcgEqSZ6VaOcJeFGN_espmnsOadvjwaEGuBqpujyqSFauQ3KwJED7qYCnWNknPCvFZQZZkKGNiHKgDWK9Q-ctf65lzKQBnjjlJO_0v6ZoUdLUXmkusahZHE1m7LT1YiG7u3PMjcHIqBg5FcfV6L5hZm5GK8fwtd8bXpJsxI_g0RbRgoNe2c-Hy2umcc3DY_PROaaVuyEN4JBK76j4AQBgAax6cfNyMu159QBoAYh2AcA&num=1&sig=AOD64_1jIMKRiIAMLZqIi4Uqwgs3LPvPXA&client=ca-pub-8011579527633772&adurl=https%3A%2F%2Fclickserv.sitescout.com%2Fclk%2Fe1ae8218a6dc1a91%2F2742d6b686c65cc4%2F8-11308268%2F0%2Ftulsaworld.com%2F%2F%7E_aid_%7E56e06da4e5619a70014b0008%2F%2FcidentRDU4MzgyRkU4N0Y4REI5Q0U2NzIyNkYwQjE2MzM3ODEvLy8vL2Vu%2Fcbuster1913652993
http://www.dailydealtulsa.com/deal/tulsa/bbq-card-2
http://www.tulsaworld.com/sportsextra/bassmaster2016/
http://ads.bhmedianetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tulsaworld.com/homepage/1671029998/Position1/default/empty.gif/782f576a415662676261554142775847?x
http://ads.bhmedianetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tulsaworld.com/homepage/1350354272/Position1/default/empty.gif/782f576a415662676259384143583865?x
http://ads.bhmedianetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tulsaworld.com/homepage/1350354272/Position1/default/empty.gif/782f576a415662676259384143583865?x
http://www.tulsaworld.com/scene/style/native-tulsan-is-an-entrepreneur-who-found-the-answer-to/article_503a3bf4-052c-5821-8dcb-65f02246d525.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/sportsextra/bassmaster2016/bassmaster-classic-talala-s-edwin-evers-dominates-final-day-wins/article_a0da8d39-6daa-5f40-95d1-d86e0b35b5a3.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/blogs/scene/whattheale/what-the-ale-prairie-brewpub-set-to-open-in-downtown/article_6fa308f4-1fd1-5647-a809-27444950489f.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/sportsextra/osusportsextra/if-coaching-change-is-made-at-osu-eddie-sutton-would/article_879ac528-f5cf-5f7d-97c7-9cd7b6482410.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/realestate/downtown-apartments-fill-up-fast-in-tulsa/article_57ad0517-9d9e-5d2f-9720-b90f6399a892.html
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C586sjm3gVomyDcnVBdPEm6AItoGdvAmukY7F0AL21aqJjAIQASC9s4UcYMmO8ovIpIAVoAGngP_-A8gBAeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBIsCT9CIe0YJCzj6UyXzJsmZrkucB7A2QGc4I-xu-ymMmBa1ppVtbQNIp5UpYDqLnaOeONfvC3KPPAHL0YC4NdsXHq7P3X2EUC5eJYMn8RN3Rg4wAL1NOV8RzkMpE4D-zPYU-c1uMWmP8BHcP6OskmQdDcIB8xQf2LDtRSR3PVkb_ePwjz41vy_1jsyiyVZwAgBa7SMRSe5KeceUz2W6f63g4iUi5iPadBDX8QenzFEqTojNcrnGwRsMpZNzoVzjKNF7ziI6MpyvrUSYwTGUfENeoftikikVHCJi7n0Te5eemRHDVQGk4k7SLbAZsIV2oA-no0776aJBPqU5m5ieiAtpvh4VbY2ZOmiBkDd74AQBiAYBgAfB_4ABqAemvhvYBwHYEwg&num=1&cid=5Gj7mKmCshbWOdPSKq_VnmUN&sig=AOD64_0EpNY0oTePW50xb7hfYFe9SNSSoA&client=ca-pub-8011579527633772&adurl=http://pixel.quantserve.com/r%3Bp3%3Dvbs_Brand%3Ba%3Dp-b4LMiRprl_R4M%3Blabels%3D_click.publisher.Google*http://www.selectquote.com/landing_t.aspx%3Fcid%3Dt:rmk:c:217956142:ad:12851037262:se:gog:k::m::d:c
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C586sjm3gVomyDcnVBdPEm6AItoGdvAmukY7F0AL21aqJjAIQASC9s4UcYMmO8ovIpIAVoAGngP_-A8gBAeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBIsCT9CIe0YJCzj6UyXzJsmZrkucB7A2QGc4I-xu-ymMmBa1ppVtbQNIp5UpYDqLnaOeONfvC3KPPAHL0YC4NdsXHq7P3X2EUC5eJYMn8RN3Rg4wAL1NOV8RzkMpE4D-zPYU-c1uMWmP8BHcP6OskmQdDcIB8xQf2LDtRSR3PVkb_ePwjz41vy_1jsyiyVZwAgBa7SMRSe5KeceUz2W6f63g4iUi5iPadBDX8QenzFEqTojNcrnGwRsMpZNzoVzjKNF7ziI6MpyvrUSYwTGUfENeoftikikVHCJi7n0Te5eemRHDVQGk4k7SLbAZsIV2oA-no0776aJBPqU5m5ieiAtpvh4VbY2ZOmiBkDd74AQBiAYBgAfB_4ABqAemvhvYBwHYEwg&num=1&cid=5Gj7mKmCshbWOdPSKq_VnmUN&sig=AOD64_0EpNY0oTePW50xb7hfYFe9SNSSoA&client=ca-pub-8011579527633772&adurl=http://pixel.quantserve.com/r%3Bp3%3Dvbs_Brand%3Ba%3Dp-b4LMiRprl_R4M%3Blabels%3D_click.publisher.Google*http://www.selectquote.com/landing_t.aspx%3Fcid%3Dt:rmk:c:217956142:ad:12851037262:se:gog:k::m::d:c
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C586sjm3gVomyDcnVBdPEm6AItoGdvAmukY7F0AL21aqJjAIQASC9s4UcYMmO8ovIpIAVoAGngP_-A8gBAeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBIsCT9CIe0YJCzj6UyXzJsmZrkucB7A2QGc4I-xu-ymMmBa1ppVtbQNIp5UpYDqLnaOeONfvC3KPPAHL0YC4NdsXHq7P3X2EUC5eJYMn8RN3Rg4wAL1NOV8RzkMpE4D-zPYU-c1uMWmP8BHcP6OskmQdDcIB8xQf2LDtRSR3PVkb_ePwjz41vy_1jsyiyVZwAgBa7SMRSe5KeceUz2W6f63g4iUi5iPadBDX8QenzFEqTojNcrnGwRsMpZNzoVzjKNF7ziI6MpyvrUSYwTGUfENeoftikikVHCJi7n0Te5eemRHDVQGk4k7SLbAZsIV2oA-no0776aJBPqU5m5ieiAtpvh4VbY2ZOmiBkDd74AQBiAYBgAfB_4ABqAemvhvYBwHYEwg&num=1&cid=5Gj7mKmCshbWOdPSKq_VnmUN&sig=AOD64_0EpNY0oTePW50xb7hfYFe9SNSSoA&client=ca-pub-8011579527633772&adurl=http://pixel.quantserve.com/r%3Bp3%3Dvbs_Brand%3Ba%3Dp-b4LMiRprl_R4M%3Blabels%3D_click.publisher.Google*http://www.selectquote.com/landing_t.aspx%3Fcid%3Dt:rmk:c:217956142:ad:12851037262:se:gog:k::m::d:c
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C586sjm3gVomyDcnVBdPEm6AItoGdvAmukY7F0AL21aqJjAIQASC9s4UcYMmO8ovIpIAVoAGngP_-A8gBAeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBIsCT9CIe0YJCzj6UyXzJsmZrkucB7A2QGc4I-xu-ymMmBa1ppVtbQNIp5UpYDqLnaOeONfvC3KPPAHL0YC4NdsXHq7P3X2EUC5eJYMn8RN3Rg4wAL1NOV8RzkMpE4D-zPYU-c1uMWmP8BHcP6OskmQdDcIB8xQf2LDtRSR3PVkb_ePwjz41vy_1jsyiyVZwAgBa7SMRSe5KeceUz2W6f63g4iUi5iPadBDX8QenzFEqTojNcrnGwRsMpZNzoVzjKNF7ziI6MpyvrUSYwTGUfENeoftikikVHCJi7n0Te5eemRHDVQGk4k7SLbAZsIV2oA-no0776aJBPqU5m5ieiAtpvh4VbY2ZOmiBkDd74AQBiAYBgAfB_4ABqAemvhvYBwHYEwg&num=1&cid=5Gj7mKmCshbWOdPSKq_VnmUN&sig=AOD64_0EpNY0oTePW50xb7hfYFe9SNSSoA&client=ca-pub-8011579527633772&adurl=http://pixel.quantserve.com/r%3Bp3%3Dvbs_Brand%3Ba%3Dp-b4LMiRprl_R4M%3Blabels%3D_click.publisher.Google*http://www.selectquote.com/landing_t.aspx%3Fcid%3Dt:rmk:c:217956142:ad:12851037262:se:gog:k::m::d:c
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/dont_bug_me.html


Today's E-Edition

was in his mid-20s.

`I knew very few words of homemade sign language so I'd just point

my finger. I lived out in the country in Missouri. Grandma said I

never did talk that much, but I got a hearing aid when I was 10

years old and heard myself talk and began hearing other people talk

as well,` Schwyhart said.

Though Schwyhart can communicate fluently using either linguistics

or sign language, never the twain shall meet while he is preaching.

`Now my entire service is done in sign language with no voice. If

I do speak during a service I limit myself in sign language,

because I'm miscommunicating with people if I use both my voice and

sign language.`

After arriving in Oklahoma from Spokane, Wash., in June of 1994,

Schwyhart, his wife Janie, daughter Janee', 11, sons Jordan,9, and

Jared, 6, became part of the Praise Assembly Deaf Church.

Schwyhart started out as assistant pastor and took over the

ministry after Al Proo, who led the special congregation for nine

years, resigned in October of 1994.

`He's now the founder and director of Happy Hands Early Childhood

Development Center for the deaf and hard of hearing,` Schwyhart

said.

Janie Schwyhart has been working 10 years as an interpreter for

the deaf and recently received her national certification.

Praise Assembly is slowly developing into the church of choice for

the deaf and hard-of-hearing, but Schwyhart admitted the size of

his congregation fluctuates each week.

`In December of '94 we had four people each Sunday. Now we average

about 20 people each week. It takes time, but the church is slowly

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=C1BIcpG3gVriaOobRpAPV5pGwAeGR-OMH0eOcvy_AjbcBEAEgAGDJjvKLyKSAFYIBF2NhLXB1Yi04MDExNTc5NTI3NjMzNzcyyAEJ4AIAqAMBqgSWAk_QVpVsE3p4cXNL81zMMzYDoQNLb8qzi2AWqw_t_BA4PncywsKkt4lugqIN85jUyZDWHdeiM0uoG6kgXiZU0v9PKrTZUG-Upuc1CO9hshqWhPXzVQVvkiHyH4cF0resEriTfBHW-WYB2vzXS7laJMhoK10RQ_-a5BZSUbTduRm4JFgpsYMmPokLXqK-PoHq9jk0lAf2z2dpVPzZhQUZ9cJq_5Fdwyrg4KKHVRTJ1AyadVDHy1YGmhpRiF1We2O0aBBGBNSVhk7_P7-ZImFa53DAlvgAm0k_wXDpUDOLKyA7czAcHurGfdXQEOz3rmIDn51XbAchzctLAKI1UQEVdaFhZ9b6s8hMtiMicTub3nQcu8x1awCR4AQBgAax6cfNyMu159QBoAYh2AcA&num=1&sig=AOD64_1h_kJ99icd48jlYH8LZOdAL0HcLQ&client=ca-pub-8011579527633772&adurl=https%3A%2F%2Fclickserv.sitescout.com%2Fclk%2Fe1ae8218a6dc1a91%2F2742d6b686c65cc4%2F8-11308268%2F0%2Ftulsaworld.com%2F%2F%7E_aid_%7E56e06da58bed5c88014e0008%2F%2FcidentRDU4MzgyRkU4N0Y4REI5Q0U2NzIyNkYwQjE2MzM3ODEvLy8vL2Vu%2Fcbuster567007180
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CRHwMpW3gVuaHFMucpgO71riAB-GR-OMH0eOcvy_AjbcBEAEgAGDJjvKLyKSAFYIBF2NhLXB1Yi04MDExNTc5NTI3NjMzNzcyyAEJ4AIAqAMBqgSWAk_QDRVoGKGQInJfQFEk4s4o-Y6qLLuc_vbhj9eCHNIJkUMdInQOLZuivSbtBIy0oLw2040dUbw_x2_eAqP4ycKOvyn4xeUSwpX5cWClmNKGlmn8iOcUP-xS1KusSBD0_7sQv3-UmE7selMQLVPMM1F2wMiq4p1n_8QH_4VA9mDiFkuew4WDDU4nqUGYY1jQHlyIje_BLESY8K9gUJ3oJ6pOEUETV-R2mYUrJfAjfUo3LpE6gBgPbZR4cElvRJi2NkvYLonNoDwgBmSGzNQ5K4lvK3t3PX-ZsxnZRWY3NCMsazhWCvKihMoBfmS653K3KY1OFXTAjoziyCan-Zp0R_UFIjE84hm4QPfZYxn6GEXihuqBIupY4AQBgAax6cfNyMu159QBoAYh2AcA&num=1&sig=AOD64_1tEIyzLKG1bfMavHIVJAQs6DB8mg&client=ca-pub-8011579527633772&adurl=https%3A%2F%2Fclickserv.sitescout.com%2Fclk%2Fe1ae8218a6dc1a91%2F2742d6b686c65cc4%2F8-11308268%2F0%2Ftulsaworld.com%2F%2F%7E_aid_%7E56e06da5e561a8a8014b0008%2F%2FcidentRDU4MzgyRkU4N0Y4REI5Q0U2NzIyNkYwQjE2MzM3ODEvLy8vL2Vu%2Fcbuster1017375558
http://www.tulsaworld.com/outlook2016/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/eedition
http://www.tulsaworld.com/eedition/e-edition/edition_1f758fb2-d249-5524-b5fb-7149857db015.html


Display ads

Birth
Announcement

TULSA CANCER INSTITUTE

growing,` Schwyhart said.

`Once a month we have Communion. People are saved in the church,

we have water baptisms, everything is the same as a regular church,

we just use different languages.`

Schwyhart said he has a vision to someday assemble a deaf choir at

Praise Assembly, and he eventually wants to establish an outreach

mission for deaf people.

Schwyhart also hopes to start deaf ministries in other cities too.

There are many ministries for the deaf in Tulsa, but 100 of the

largest cities in the United States are still without services for

the deaf under the Assembly of God Churches, Schwyhart said.

Upon entering the modest little church, one immediately notices

nice white walls and the neat appearance of the polished wooden

pews in correlation to the unobtrusive altar.

The air is kept at a comfortable temperature in the church thanks

to a new air conditioning and heating unit.

`Everything is paid for with money from the deaf church and the

Korean church we share the building with. We paid for most of the

remodeling and the Korean church, Full Gospel Mission, paid for all

of the new heating and air conditioning and helped pay for some of

the remodeling,` Schwyhart said.

`Now our goal is to get new carpeting. We want good carpeting that

will last. We also want to raise the stage so people can see me

better-so they can see the signs.`

`I want the people to do the work so they can feel good about

their church and it will build their self-esteem. They can then

say, 'We have a deaf church. We can do anything like everybody

else,'` Schwyhart said.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/eedition/e-edition/edition_1f758fb2-d249-5524-b5fb-7149857db015.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/newsletters/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/couponbook
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/?l=10
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/displayads/market/other/ads/local/birth-announcement/pdfdisplayad_ef36ea4c-7e79-11e5-b2d0-cf98b49c3c35.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/tulsa-cancer-institute/pdfdisplayad_07b614fc-d624-5231-bbdc-58997b87a34d.html


More Display Ads

PLATT COLLEGE,
LEAD ADVANTAGE

Tweet 0

Discuss Print

Similar Stories Most Read
Oklahoma Senate approves bill to do away with end-

of-instruction high school tests

Native Tulsan is an entrepreneur who found the
answer to comfortable women's swimwear

Area schools slashing school days, expenses to
balance budget amid second state cut

Woman angry at Rogers County deputy who shot pet
dog, left a note

Bassmaster Classic: Talala's Edwin Evers dominates
final day, wins his first Bassmaster Classic

Sometimes it is taken for granted people are just born deaf, but

as in Schwyhart's case, other factors may have come into play

concerning a person's hearing deficiency.

`I was born prematurely and was a breach birth. The electricity

went out during the delivery so they had to immediately put me on

oxygen and the pressure damaged the nerves in my ears,` he said.

`Without my hearing aid, I can only hear sounds at normal volume

an inch away from my ear.`

Thankfully Schwyhart was blessed with three `wonderful, perfectly

normal kids,` while he said 90 percent of deaf parents have

children who experience no hearing loss, and only 10 percent of

children born to deaf parents are hard of hearing.
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